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Echidna, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, October 2013. Photo: Barry Lingham 



GFNC High Country Campout 
Mt Buffalo 

(staying at Porepunkah) 

31 January-3 February 2014 

This summer we are again visiting Victoria’s 
high country. We will be staying at Porepunkah 
and travelling up to Mt Buffalo on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Accommodation: Buffalo Motel and Country 
Retreat Motel accommodation with use of 
kitchen, dining room and lounge. 

Cost: $11 0 for two people per night—twin, 
double and family rooms available. 

The site details below are for your information if 
you would like to check it out and book. 

www.buffalomotelandcountryretreat.com.au 

Contact: Joan Korn 5243 4405 


Leucistic Magpie also known as a Brown Magpie, Forrest Rd just 

near the Brown Magpie Winery. See p.19 Photo: Jeff Dagg 


Tonight... 

... Rhonda Coffey will talk about the work being done by the Friends of the Bluff at Barwon Heads. 

At the December meeting... 

... there will be short talks by members followed by a Christmas supper. Please bring a plate. 


GFNC website 


GFNC’s webpage 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 


htto://home.vicnet.net.au/~afnc/ 

Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 


GFNC’s Facebook 

GFNC Web oaae: htto://home.vicnet.net.au/~afnc/ 
e-mail address: afnc(5)vicnet.net.au 


htto://www.facebook.com/aeelonafnc 

Members are encouraged to arrive early at 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of New 

general meetings. 


Holland Honeyeaters, Geelong, 10 October 2013. 

The photo on the back cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of a 

Swamp Harrier, Woods Rd, Reedy Lake. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 







































What's up 


...Dean Hewish 


T here has been some anticipation about the coming 
appearance of Comet ISON (also known as Comet 
Nevski-Novichonok or C/2012 SI), which I have 
mentioned in an earlier column. Some sources have billed 
it as The comet of the century’. 

Unfortunately such announcements are risky as comets 
are notoriously unpredictable. Members who were 
interested in events in the sky during the 1970s will 
remember the famous (or infamous) Comet Kohoutek, 
which was similarly predicted to be spectacular. Actually, it 
turned out to be reasonably bright but nowhere near 
expectations and it was best seen from the Northern 
Hemisphere in any case. 

Comet ISON is now visible through moderate-sized 
telescopes and amateurs have been publishing their first 
images of it on Spaceweather.com and other sites. The 
comet’s tail is strikingly green, because of light emissions 
from cyanogen and carbon molecules driven off the head 
of the comet as the sun warms it. 

However, the comet is currently not as bright as expected 
and some astronomers have suggested that there are 
signs that it is beginning to break up. 

We will just have to wait and see. The comet will be visible 
here in the morning sky in late November, if it survives its 
passage around the Sun. It will rapidly move northward, so 


we will need a period of good weather if we are to catch 
sight of it at all. 

The major reason why comet brightness is so 
unpredictable is that many, including Comet ISON, have 
never been seen before. 

Comets normally reside in two belts or clouds, rather like 
the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter, but in the 
outer regions of the Solar System. The Oort cloud is far 
out beyond Pluto and the Kuiper Belt is closer, between 
the orbits of Neptune and Pluto (Pluto and its moons are 
actually considered to be members of this belt). Rarely, 
two or more of the bodies in these belts have a close 
encounter during which one is ejected from the belt and 
falls toward the sun. Sometimes the comet will achieve an 
orbit that brings it back into the inner Solar System at 
regular intervals. Then, it will be named as a periodic 
comet and might become a well-known object of 
reasonably predictable brightness, like Comet Halley (the 
disappointment over its last appearance was caused by a 
quirk of geometry that presented its tail splayed-out at 
closest approach to Earth). 

Comet ISON is on course to pass very close to the Sun, 
and may be destroyed by the encounter, particularly if the 
predictions that it is already unstable are correct. It is 
apparently not fated to become a periodic comet and will 
leave the Solar System if it survives. 


Bogong Moth migration through Bacchus Marsh in early October 2013 

...Marilyn and Dean Hewish 


On the evening of 4 October, Dean also 
saw considerable numbers of Bogong 
Moths flying through at about at 6.30 p.m. 
(sunset 6.27 p.m.), generally moving 
west. 

Bogong Moths are famous for their long¬ 
distance migrations. In spring they move 


Bogong Moth, Mallacoota, 30 October 
2010 . 

Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


It's a common misconception that Bogong 
Moths are the large brown moths that bang 
on lighted windows after rain in autumn. 
These are the Rain or Ghost Moths of the 
family Hepialidae. These are much bigger 
and bulkier than Bogong Moths and their 
peak flight time is in autumn. 


A t 5.40 a.m. on 1 October, I turned on the kitchen light 
and noticed many moths flying outside in the dim pre¬ 
dawn light. They turned out to be hundreds of Bogong 
Moths, Noctuidae Agrotis infusa, travelling generally west 
at a height of about one to four metres. A few landed on 
our glass door long enough for positive identification. A 
few landed on our lawn and buried themselves under the 
grass. Numbers gradually dwindled and 
they were mostly gone by 5.55 a.m. which 
was the time of sunrise (though clouds 
were hiding the sun). This was after a 
particularly windy night. Not only did the 
moths arrive but also a neighbour's large 
trampoline came to rest in our yard. 



from the lowlands of southern and eastern Australia to 
spend the summer in the high country of Victoria and 
NSW. In some instances the numbers on the move can be 
immense and they can cause a serious nuisance by 
invading buildings. They move at night and hide in 
crevices (or under lawns) in the day. 


Our observations were in the northern part 
of Bacchus Marsh. We often get Bogong 
Moths at the moth light at this time of year. 
We curse them because they buzz around 
and dislodge the other moths. But we had 
never seen such large numbers or a 
concentrated migratory movement before. 
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... Valda Dedman 


Out and about: Nature reading 


I am a bookaholic. My bookshelves bulge with books. I 
own books, I borrow them, I download them, I am 
usually reading several, I use them as reference tools and 
this month I will share some of them with you. 

Waders, the Shorebirds of 
Australia, by David 
Hollands (2012) 

I borrowed the book from the 
GFNC library. It is a truly 
beautiful book. First I looked 
at the photos. David Flollands 
has an eye for a great 
picture. The cover photo of Double-banded Plovers, the 
Beach Stone-curlew striding out at the water's edge, the 
Red-necked Stints huddled on a rock at high tide, 90 000 
Banded Stilts taking off in a swirling mass from Lake 
Corangamite, then a closer look at them standing evenly- 
spaced in the water. I dipped into the text, then I had to 
read the whole exciting story of the breeding of the 
Banded Stilts, and finally the whole book was read. If you 
have ever taken part in a wader count, you will appreciate 
this book; if you haven't, you will be astonished at the work 
that has been done and is still going on to understand 
more about Australia's shorebirds. David Hollands tells 
their stories in a compelling way. I read about migration, 
breeding sites, banding and geolocation and people 
involved in unravelling the mysteries. Clive Minton has 
contributed chapters on specialised technical subjects and 
he and his teams feature in the narrative. 

Gathering Moss, a Natural and 
Cultural History of Mosses, by 
Robin Wall Kimmerer (2003) 

A whole book about moss, and I 
read it from cover to cover. The 
author claims she is 'Seeing the 
world through moss-coloured 
glasses', and it is a very good way 
to take a look at the world, for we 
learn to see the small things we 
might otherwise miss and we get to 
learn a great deal about moss and 
its place in the world. Moss, that 
has no roots to bind it to the ground to let it grow more 
than a few centimetres tall, moss that can form a miniature 
forest in a crack, that grows on trees and rocks, that may 
grow in sexual or asexual colonies, moss that thrives on 
water but can wait out drought, moss that the indigenous 
North American peoples used in a variety of ways. 

Through a series of personal essays Robin Wall Kimmerer 
has produced a philosophical, as well as a scientific work 
that is easy to read. 

The book won the John Burroughs Medal Award for 
Natural History Writing 2003. Other books to have earned 


this award include The Sea Around Us, and The Sound of 
a Wild Snail Eating (one of our recommended Eco Book 
Group choices). I have to thank Lorraine Phelan for 
alerting me to this one. Of course I had forgotten many of 
the details, so I am happily reading it all again. 

Butterflies, Identification and 
Life History, by Ross P. Field 
(2013) 

This is a new book and it only 
deals with the butterflies of Victoria, 
but it is worth having among your 
field guides. Each species has a 
double-page spread; the first is a 
text description and a map, the 
second a series of colour 
photographs that includes the egg, 
larva and pupa and living butterflies 
as well as pinned specimens. An 
introductory section, again with photographs rather than 
the usual diagrams, describes butterfly life cycle and 
ecology, with a little on distribution, study and 
conservation. There is a Ross P. Field Collection in the 
Museum of Victoria, where Ross Field, a former Head of 
Science at the Museum, photographed butterfly eggs he 
had painstakingly collected, using the museum's camera- 
microscope setup. The eggs are the most significant 
'extra' in this book, which I would urge all butterfly 
watchers to own. It is available as an eBook, but I prefer to 
have the paper copy which I can more easily flip through 
to make comparisons of hard-to-identify species. It is a 
Museum Victoria Field Guide. 

An Obsession with Butterflies, 
by Sharman Apt Russell (2003) 

The subtitle of the book is 'Our 
long love affair with a singular 
insect'. I have owned this book 
since 2005 and perhaps it has led 
me to a bit of a love affair with 
butterflies. There is history, there 
is magic, there is science and, 
above all, there is excitement in 
this book. Sharman Russell carries 
me along with her as she 
describes the life of a female 
butterfly, for example, or the writhings of a pupa during 
metamorphosis, or the complicated marvels of mimicry, or 
the trials of the early butterfly collector, Lady Eleanor 
Glanville, or the scientific work and early obsessions of our 
own Bert Orr from Griffith University. Russell explores 
some of the quirky things butterflies do. Did you know, for 
instance, that the larvae of the Common Imperial Blue 
have three calls to which ants respond? They hiss, they 
grunt and they drum. There is plenty of straight science 
too. I learned that each wing scale is only one colour and 




Butterflies 

Identification and life history 


Ross P. Field 




2 Geelong Naturalist November 2013 










that the matte white of a Cabbage White's wing is created 
when light is scattered in all directions by the corrugations 
on the scale's top surface. 


Under the Sea Wind, by Rachel 
Carson 

I found this one in the second-hand 
book shop. And I must confess to 
having lost it. However, I have 
recently found it as an eBook, and 
great was my joy at discovering it 
again! It was Rachel Carson's first 
published book, back in 1941, long 
before she became famous as the 
author of Silent Spring. It received 
good reviews but sold poorly at the time, though it has 
been reprinted many times since. It is said to have been 
her favourite. Rachel Carson writes with sensitivity and 
with her I have followed the tides and the sea with their 
changing life through the seasons. 

She uses key stories in each main section. So we first 
meet the Sanderlings, Blackleg and Silverbar, (note their 
names) on the sandy beach of the inlet and follow them to 
their nesting ground in the Arctic tundra and then back 
again. They are part of a wider picture of shore life. We 
follow the adventures of Scomber the Mackerel who starts 
life as an egg no larger than a poppyseed and goes on to 
get caught and then be freed by a stinging comb jelly, 
evade tuna and shark, meet up with schools of older 
mackerel and eventually escape from a seine net and 
marauding dogfish, to reach the deep water at the edge of 
the continental shelf. The journey of Anguilla the eel 
downriver and out to her spawning ground at sea inspired 
me to find out more about our eels, which led to The 
enigmatic eel (Geelong Naturalist, June 201 2). 

However, it is not just the story of any one creature, but all 
the incidental life around with their intertwining stories that 
makes this such a rich book. Carson was a marine 
biologist as well as a superb storyteller. 

By Field and Lane (1976), 
Natural Victoria (1978), 
both by Trevor Pescott 

It is good to catch up again 
with old friends. All of 
Trevor Pescott's books are 
worth re-reading; Trevor 
has such a wealth of 
knowledge, and it is always 
a pleasure to read and re-read his articles. Many are 
based on Trevor's column in the Geelong Advertiser and 
they provide a snapshot of Victoria of nearly 40 years ago. 
By Field and Lane has photos of the long-since-gone 
Nitidus ant colonies and their enclosure at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve. I didn't realise that Trevor had 
found a Double-spotted Line-blue butterfly in a Belmont 
garden. This species has not been recorded in our current 


observations. The trailing edges of the hindwings were 
scalloped with fine dark lines and there were two black 
spots on the underwings. No tails were mentioned. 
Mistletoes, lacewings, Azolla, Leadbeater's Possum, 
Gellibrand Grinding stone—the subjects are wide-ranging, 
and illustrated with Trevor's photographs. 

Both books are in the GFNC library. 

Journey of a Lifetime, by 
Graham Pizzey (2000) 

Graham Pizzey covers some of 
the same topics as Trevor, but 
usually from a slightly different 
angle. He ranges further afield and 
the articles encompass some 30 
years; most are adapted from 
feature articles that appeared in 
the Melbourne Age and Herald. I 
particularly liked his account of 
irruptions of Black-tailed Native 
Hens, starting with Charles Sturt's 
1840 account... They took entire possession of the creek 
near my house, and broke down and wholly destroyed 
about an acre and a quarter of wheat as if cattle had been 
bedded on it ... and ending with a description by Mr N.W. 
Schrader of the view from a train in western NSW in 
1973 ... as far as the eye could see there were moving 
waves of native hens, running and zigzagging, rarely 
flying, away from the moving train. A rough count indicated 
that there were about 10000 birds in sight of the track, 
over the length of the journey... The previous day, before 
rain had fallen, there had been none. 


Errata 

The photos of male and female Scarlet Robins in the September 
Geelong Naturalist (p.11) were attributed to Ros Gibson. They 
were actually taken by Penny Kwiat. 

The photo of a tick in the October Geelong Naturalist (p. 6) was 
attributed to Craig Morley. The photographer was actually Craig 
Jones. 


FNCV presents the 
2013 Biodiversity Symposium 
Water & Biodiversity 

Looking at the important role of wetlands in biodiversity 

Saturday 23rd November (presentations, wetlands 
across Victoria) 

Sunday 24th November (field trip to the internationally 
significant Western Treatment Plant, Werribee) 

Venue: FNCV club rooms, 1 Gardenia St, Blackburn 
Booking essential. Registrations close 18 November 2013 
Ph 03 9877 9860 
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Bitterns: Mysteries of the Bunyip Bird—Chris Purnell 
Bird Group meeting, 17 October 2013 


C hris Purnell works with the Threatened Bird Network as 
a staff member of Birds Australia. He has been involved 
in the Shorebird 2020 program, the Beach Nesting Birds 
program and protecting species such as Australian Painted 
Snipe and the Orange-bellied Parrot. He assisted Andrew 
Silcocks in the study of the Australian Bittern. 

There are 4 large brown bitterns in the genus Botaurus. They 
are the American Bittern (Nth America), the Pinnated Bittern 
(Nth & Sth America), the Eurasian Bittern (Europe, Africa & 
Asia) and the Australasian Bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus. 

The Australasian Bittern is a large, heavy-set bittern, with 
dark brown, buff and black upperparts and underparts that 
are streaked brown and buff. The bill is brown and the legs 
are greenish. It is partly nocturnal. They are found in well- 
vegetated wetlands where they are particularly well 
camouflaged among reeds. When alarmed, they stretch their 
neck and bill upwards and freeze, making them very difficult 
to see. They have a slow, lumbering flight with the neck 
hunched and feet trailing behind. 

During the breeding season, the males emit a series of low 
booming calls, usually around dusk or dawn. It is assumed 
that the booming is used to mark territories and attract a 
mate. The call is a little like that of an emu and gave rise to 
myths about bunyips living in wetlands during earlier times. 
The polygamous males may have up to 5 females in their 
territory. Females build a floating platform nest in dense 
vegetation. 4-6 eggs are laid and the young leave the nest 
within 3 weeks of hatching. 

The Australasian Bittern is found in SW of Western Australia, 
SE Australia from around Brisbane to Adelaide, islands 
around New Caledonia, Tasmania and also New Zealand. 
There is a gap in the distribution across the central drier part 
of the continent, although isolated records have been noted. 

During the drought from 2001-2008, there was a strong 
decline in reporting rates and observation sites. It was 
realised that little was known about much of the behaviour 
and requirements of the Australasian Bittern with most of the 
birds’ habits inferred from studies of other Botaurus species 
overseas. Knowledge of daily rhythm, social organisation, 
movements and population were not understood. 


...Barry Lingham 

A combination of drought and destruction of wetlands had led 
to severe depletion of numbers and the population had 
decreased by more than 20% within 2 generations (11 years). 
The Australasian Bittern was listed as endangered within the 
guidelines of the Federal EPBC act, the Victorian Flora & 
Fauna Guarantee Act and the international IUCN Red List. 

Across Australia, 24 important wetlands were identified. The 
list included the Bellarine Wetlands where Reedy Lake was a 
refuge for significant numbers of birds during the drought, 
with up to 12 birds recorded. Key breeding areas were 
located in the Southern Riverina area of NSW. Other 
important sites were the Gellibrand Estuary, Bool Lagoon 
near Mt Gambier and Hird Swamp near Kerang. The 
importance of these sites was magnified by the historical loss 
of wetlands across Australia. In Victoria and NSW, between 
30% and 50% of wetlands have been lost or degraded, while 
in Western Australia, this figure is up to 80%. 

The studies undertaken since the Bittern Project commenced 
have improved our understanding of the two bittern species 
studied—the Australasian Bittern and the Little Bittern. 
Seasonal movements have been identified and more 
accurate population estimates have been established. 
However, the long-term decreasing trend in population is still 
occurring in many areas. 

One positive note has been the number of breeding reports 
from flooded rice crops in the Riverina. The Bitterns in Rice 
project was begun in 2012. Up to 70 birds were located and it 
is assumed there were many more in the unsurveyed 
sections of the massive areas of rice crops. A community 
education program has involved farmers, school children and 
other locals in monitoring birds. 

Chris also discussed the Little Bittern. The cryptic habits of 
this bird make it very hard to find, but listening surveys have 
helped to note the distribution of this species. More work is 
needed to fully understand the ecology and population 
movements of this enigmatic bird. 

People are urged to become involved in the surveying of local 
wetlands to help locate bitterns. More about the Bittern 
Program, identifying bitterns and survey methodology can be 
found at http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/bittern-projec. 


In 2007, in response to the decline in reporting, the Bittern A group of GFNC members recently spent an interesting few 

Project was begun. The project involved increased monitoring hours listening for bitterns at dusk at Reedy Lake. We heard 
of sites, systematic collation of all records on a database, at least two Australasian Bitterns and the survey results will 

identification of which wetlands were important and the be passed on to the Project. They complement several recent 

ecological requirements of the bitterns. visual sightings from the lake. 

Prior to the Bittern Project, the estimated population of We all appreciated Chris making himself available to 

Australasian Bitterns in SE Australia was 2000, with a total inform us about the secrets of the ‘Bunyip Bird’, 

population of around 3200. After careful monitoring, the SE 
Australian population was calculated to be in the range from 
only 210-640 birds. 
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Spring battles 


A s I drove round the corner in Jewell Pace Highton 
yesterday I was startled to have two ducks (Pacific 
Blacks, so far as I could see in the twinkling of an eye 
allowed me) swoop twisting and turning past my 
windscreen, being hotly pursued by a furious Australian 
Magpie. They all appeared to have emerged from the 
vacant block just to my right. Whatever were they doing 
there, way up on the hill? 

I remembered that years ago I had seen a mother duck 
with a stream of chicks walking down the grassy verge on 
Bellevue Ave and through the back of the Highton shops 
towards the river. Maybe this hilly area, now almost 
completely built up, was where they had historically 
nested, and were exploring again? After all, it was Spring. 
But I had never seen a magpie go after a duck before! 

It reminded me of some other encounters I have observed 
recently. 

I was walking along the river end of North Valley Road in 
the tail of winter and was amazed to see two diminutive 
birds harassing a Red Wattlebird. They were Yellow- 
rumped Thornbills, outsized, but not defeated. They 
chased the wattlebird off and retired into a thick bush. 

A week or so later from the big gum trees nearly opposite 
my house a commotion was setting up: two ravens were 
after a magpie. They may have won the battle, but 
probably not the war. Two families of magpies have 
fledged young in the area since, but no ravens seem to 
have done so. 


...Lynne Clarke 

In a neighbour’s back garden this week a Grey 
Butcherbird was perched, hunched, warbling away when 
suddenly two Welcome Swallows were dive-bombing it. 
The butcherbird took not the slightest notice of them, but 
continued to exchange melodies with another butcherbird 
some distance away. 

One pair of magpies set up house in the trees behind the 
house next door, where the ravens usually nest. The 
young have been calling increasingly loudly for a couple of 
weeks now. Yesterday I was outside and saw young for 
the first time. Only one, awkwardly trying to gain a grip on 
one tree, failing, then falling and fluttering into the next 
where it again slid and scrambled right down to the ground 
through the weak branches of Indigofera australis, its 
rumpled, inadequate feathering unequal to the task. Had a 
Wattlebird attacked it, to set it at such a disadvantage? 
They are nesting in one of the Melaleucas on the nature- 
strip. 

This theory gained ground this morning as I was tapping 
away at the computer. Squawks and shrieks distracted 
me, and through the window I saw the two adult magpies 
viciously attacking a Red Wattlebird on the ground just 
outside. It managed to scramble away and flew up into the 
bushes. Any wounds were not life threatening—the pair 
continue to swirl their way about the front garden. 

The young magpie spent most of the day around the back, 
exploring, calling ‘Kair! Kair! Kair!’ almost continually, 
demandingly, of its devoted parents, and in between times 
building its strength for future trials of life by loafing in a 
quiet, sunny corner of the garden. 


Butterfly report 


... Valda Dedman 


W hat are the Caper Whites up to this year? They have 
flown in early, presumably brought down on north 
winds from the places where their larval food plants, all 
members of the Caper family, grow. They are in mostly in 
ones or twos, occasionally as many as six, and they spend 
time not flying steadily west, but ‘lolling about’. Then, on 20 
October, they were seen, along a wide front, drifting 
westward, still in ones, twos and threes, a steady but not 
yet a mass migration. Caper White migration is a bit of a 
mystery; some Caper Whites arrive here every year, but 
sometimes they fly south in their thousands. I experienced 
this on 27 November 2004 when nearly 3000 passed in 45 
minutes (see ‘Out and about’, Geelong Nat, vol. 40, no. 9). 
On 6 December 1910, the Argus newspaper reported On 
Tuesday last they were moving across the Melbourne 
cricket ground during the progress of the match between 
Victoria and South Australia, all passing in a south¬ 
westerly direction. Don Herbison-Evans 
(lepidoptera.butterflyhouse.com.au/pier/java) claims that 
males and females migrate separately. He records: The 


male and female Caper White butterflies appear to migrate 
separately. For example, on 17 October 2000 at Point 
Addis, Victoria, 50-100 males were seen sheltering from 



Caper White, 13th Beach, 13 Oct 2013. Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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the wind and rain, right on the cliff top. They were cold and 
inactive and could easily be picked up. Presumably they 
had come south the previous day on warm northerly winds. 
When the rain stopped for a few moments, one or two 
were observed hovering above the bush at the edge of the 
ocean. Another was on a bush, close to the ground, in the 
nearby Ironbark Basin. It, too, was cold and could easily be 
approached. This observation predates our present survey, 
and I do not know who made the observation. Denis 
Wilson in Robertson NSW has photographed them 
attempting to mate en route to further south, and they have 
been known to lay eggs on caper trees planted in 
Melbourne. We must get out our guide books and check up 
on the differences between male and female. The female 
can be quite yellow underneath and there are also 
confusing dark forms. 

Australian Painted Ladies are here in great numbers and 
there are plenty of Yellow Admirals. These have also come 
in from the north and will stay to breed. Other surprising 


sightings are a Meadow Argus, usually most abundant 
here in January or February and two Small Grass-yellows 
at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. As well, we have the 
totally unexpected Lesser Wanderer at Wensleydale, 
fortuitously photographed on a mobile phone. And finally, 
another sign that spring is truly here, a Varied Dusky-blue. 

I encourage you, as observers, to record butterfly 
behaviour—how high and in what direction they are flying, 
their mode of flight, whether they sip nectar and rest, 
whether they are hilltopping or courting, whether they are 
just sunning or quickly close their wings when a cloud 
comes over or you approach too close. Also, when they 
are not present when you least expect it. Every little bit 
adds to our total knowledge. 

Observers: CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GMc, Gordon 
McCarthy; HS, Helen Schofield; JDe, Jim Dedman; JN, John Newman; 
LB, Lance Breguet; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TF, Tom Fletcher; VWD, 
Valda Dedman. 


Imperial Jezebel 

20/10/13 

Gum Flat. 1 high up in mistletoe. GFNC excursion. 

JN 

Spotted Jezebel 

29/09/13 

Anakie Gorge Picnic Ground. 2, 1 photographed. 

MHe 


05/10/13 

Mackenzie's Flat PG, S. Lerderderg Gorge. 6 to 8 flew through. 

MHe 

Caper White 

05/10/13 

Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve. 1 flitting about low grass, not moving very far, mid 
afternoon. 

HS, LB 


06/10/13 

Teesdale, Don Wallace Reserve. 1 flying in aimless manner. Photographed. 

MHe 


08/10/13 

Fyansford Common.1,3.30 p.m. 

JDe 


08/10/13 

Verner St East Geelong. 9 over 20 mins, 7 singles and 2 together, all flying E-W. 

DTy 


08/10/13 

Moolap Station Rd (Reedy Lake). 1 flying through car park, S-N. 

DTy, CMo 


08/10/13 

Rice Village Aged Care Facility, Marshall. 1, bright sun. 

JN 


09/10/13 

Mt Pollock Rd, Buckley. Several. 

DTy, CMo 


09/10/13 

13th Beach. Numerous, very strong n wind, mainly flying westerly over beach fronting dunes. 

TF 


09/10/13 

Durdiwarrah and Steiglitz. Numerous, very strong north wind. 

TF 


11/10/13 

Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk. 1 flying in aimless manner. 

MHe 


12/10/13 

Vaucluse Rise, Highton. 1 in garden at noon. 

JN 


12/10/13 

Macdonalds Carpark Waurn Ponds. 1 in garden in carpark at 1 p.m. 

JN 


12/10/13 

Windmill Rd, Pt Henry. 2 flying around area at 12.10 p.m. Photographed. 

DTy 


12/10/13 

Queenscliff Fort grounds. Numerous. 

TF 


12/10/13 

Birregurra.1 

JN 


12/10/13 

Wensleydale. 1 

JN 


12/10/13 

Bacchus Marsh. 2 flying in aimless manner. 

MHe 


19/10/13 

Jan Juc near Glyn Ave. 2 flying around in the indigenous garden at 3 p.m. 

LB 


19/10/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve BanksiaTrack. 3 seen separately, in flight at 1 p.m. 

HS, LB 


20/10/13 

Gum Flat. Many dozens, in singles, twos and threes, drifting westward. GFNC excursion. 

JN 


20/10/13 

Wensleydale. At least a dozen in garden and many en route from Gum Flat. Singles, twos and 
threes drifting westward. 

JN 


26/10/13 

Anglesea Heath & Great Otway N.P. Numerous throughout but fewer than a few weeks before. 

GMc, TF 

Cabbage White 

09/10/13 

Cobbin Farm, Grovedale. Several, warm, sunny morning. 

VWD 


09/10/13 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove. Very common. 

TF 


26/10/13 

Anglesea heath & Great Otway N.P. None seen. 

GMc, TF 

Small Grass-yellow 

19/10/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve Banksia Track. 2 separately. Moved jerkily in roughly one 
direction, about 1 m above ground at 1 p.m. 

HS, LB 

Meadow Argus 

08/09/13 

Lerderderg River, East of Bacchus Marsh. Anakie Gorge Picnic Ground. 1 

MHe 

Australian Painted Lady 

02/10/13 

69 North Valley Rd Highton. 1 buffeted by gale force wind. 

VWD 


07/10/13 

Harrison Track N, Anglesea heath. Several. 

BL, CMo 


08/10/13 

Rice Village Aged Care Facility, Marshall. Several, bright sun. 

JN 


09/10/13 

Durdiwarrah east of the reservoir. Numerous, very strong north wind. 

TF 


09/10/13 

13th Beach. Numerous, very strong north wind, all mainly flying westerly over beach fronting 
dunes. 

TF 


11/10/13 

Long Forest, Happy Valley Tk. 2 

MHe 


12/10/13 

Bacchus Marsh. 1 

MHe 


12/10/13 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown. 1 in garden. 

CMo 


12/10/13 

Queenscliff Fort grounds. Numerous. 

TF 


20/10/13 

Gum Flat. A great many. GFNC excursion. 

JN 


26/10/13 

Anglesea heath & Great Otway N.P. Numerous but fewer than a few weeks before. 

GMc, TF 

Yellow Admiral 

07/10/13 

Verner St East Geelong. 1 flying, resting, feeding on pink pincushion flowers, p.m. 

DTy 


07/10/13 

Harrison Track N, Anglesea heath. Several. 

BL, CMo 


12/10/13 

Vaucluse Rise, Highton. 2 in garden at noon. 

JN 


12/10/13 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown. 1 in garden. 

CMo 


20/10/13 

Gum Flat. 2. GFNC excursion. 

JN 


26/10/13 

Distillery Creek Picnic Ground. 1 

GMc, TF 

Lesser Wanderer 

20/10/13 

Wensleydale. 1, on a peaflower in garden. Photographed. 

JN 

Varied Dusky-blue 

26/10/13 

O’Donoqhues Rd, back of Anglesea. 1 feeding on Woolly Pimelea, Triqqerplant. 

GMc, TF 
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SEANA Spring camp at Numurkah 
11-14 October 2013 
Hosted by the Broken Creek FNC 

...Deborah Evans 


T he Broken Creek FNC turned on nearly perfect weather 
(lunchtime Sunday did get a bit wet and blowy I admit), 
excellent talks, tours and hospitality, and far too much cake, so 
we are all busy restoring our waistlines! For those that don’t 
know that part of Victoria (which I didn’t), the Broken Creek flows 
into the Murray just north of Barmah in the Barmah National 
Park, having wriggled its way across the floodplain north of the 
Goulburn River—which joins the Murray further down near 
Echuca. 


the Barmah forest made more interesting by the flooding, which 
enabled us to get right into the wetlands; and walks to a range of 
wetlands and River Red Gum and Grey Box forest areas. The 
evening talks covered freshwater turtles (with live specimens for 
us to look at), research into how natural bush regeneration is 
taking place in central Victoria, and a video on the 2012 floods 
which caused so much damage in Numurkah and other towns in 
the Moira Shire. 


Congratulations to the Broken Creek field nats for an excellent 
The tours included a geomorphological bus trip to the famous weekend. 

(but not very spectacular looking) Cadell Fault; a boat cruise in 



Photo left: Jill Pollock 


All other photos: Lynn Bunning 


SEANA Autumn camp 2014 
2-5 May 2014 
Marysville 

Having been in the Lower Goulburn River area this year, we 
move upstream for the next SEANA camp, run by the Upper 
Goulburn FNC. The camp will be a little later than usual to 
avoid the fire season, and it will be a wonderful opportunity to 
see how the area around Alexandria and Marysville is 
regenerating after the February 2009 bushfires. 

Enquiries: grahamvpage@gmail.com or phone Graham on (03) 
5774 7555. 


AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTS’ NETWORK 
The Lea, Hobart 17 October-27 October 2014 

http://tasfieldnats.weebly.com/australian-naturalists-network.html 

Hopefully many of you will be considering a trip to Tasmania next 
October for the ANN get-together. We are holding this event at The Lea, 
a Scout camp situated in a bush setting about 7 km south of the city of 
Hobart. At the camp there are 3 types of accommodation available but it 
is important that you book now if you intend going. 

We will be sending out more information regarding total costs early in 
2014 when we get some feedback as to how many people will be 
attending and then we will be asking for a deposit. We will also attend to 
dietary requirements later. 


Geelong Naturalist November 2013 7 















GFNC Cadets 

S how and tell at our September 
meeting involved some very 
interesting objects brought by many 
members of the group. 

The animal bone that Jeff brought in had many of us 
scratching our heads—some thought it might have been 
from some kind of sea animal based on the lightness, 
while others wondered if it came from a bird. Furneaux 
suggested it might have been an emu, and it has since 
been confirmed to be a bone from a very young emu! Well 
done Furneaux, great guesswork. Joseph bought along his 
collection of insects for us to look at and we have sent 
some to the Field Naturalists for possible identification. 

Furneaux brought his photo album of local flora in 
Anglesea that he has found and catalogued himself. Fie 
shows a keen photographic eye, and his photos were 
enjoyed by all. 

Annabelle brought in a photo of a ‘canoe tree’ she has on 
her home property, and explained to us what its uses were 
for Indigenous Australians in earlier times. It is important to 
remember our country’s cultural heritage and the amazing 
uses various plants and animals had for our Indigenous 
Australians. 

Georgi brought in a tail feather that was plucked from her 
Princess Parrot. 

Our main activity this meeting was making bird feeders 
using pine-cones, peanut butter and seed. Tom smothered 
his in so much peanut butter I wonder if the birds ever 
found the pine cone in the middle?? I’m sure the native 
birds in our areas enjoyed their treat! 

From The Chrysalis, October 2013, newsletter of the GFNC cadets. 


South African weed orchid 

...Alison Watson 

R ecently I was walking along our roadside finding sun 
orchids opening in the sun amongst the sundews, 
when I noticed a couple of strange looking plants about 
20 cm tall, a little like asparagus. 

Margaret MacDonald confirmed they were a South African 
orchid Disa bracteata which has appeared in Anglesea in 
the last couple of years and has the potential to become 
invasive. They are self-pollinating and replace ground 
flora where they occur in WA, SA and Victoria. 

Populations increase rapidly. The plants have a tuber 
which appears to be a double tuber and I have read they 
may have up to three tubers. 

They were quite difficult to remove because the tubers 
were identical to the gravel in which they were growing. It 
is very important to remove these plants if seen, as they 
spread rapidly and are appearing in a number of areas 
throughout the region. The prolific, very fine seed is 
spread by wind, but they could also be spread by 
roadside slashing. The advice is to dig out carefully, 
making sure you get all the tubers and burn. 




Granny Moth Dasypodia selenophora Family Noctuidae. Photographed 
in Point Lonsdale garage October 2013. Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 


South African orchid Disa bracteata 

Photos: Lorraine Phelan 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata 
26 September 2013 
Leader: Craig Morley 

...Annabelle Naylor 


O n the 26th of November, a group of 14 
very keen bird-watchers met at 
Wooloomanata (near the You Yangs). We 
trudged through the blistering rain and wind, 
to find that most of the birds were hiding 
away, while some were struggling to fly. All 
of us, glad that Craig was our leader for the 
day, kept persisting with our eyes and ears 
peeled the whole time. 

The Brown Treecreeper was a first for most 
of us. With flat areas, dams and lots of trees, 
we saw quite a number of birds out on such 
a horrible day. The Weebill could clearly be 
heard in the trees with its distinctive call ‘pip 
pip pip’. 

When we called an end to our excursion, 
due to very heavy rain, it wasn’t long before 
the sun was finally coming out even though 
the wind was still a tremendous gale. 

Once again we thank the generous owners 
of this land for granting us access to their 
property. 

Afterwards, a few of us went to Point 
Lonsdale lighthouse and saw Australasian 
Gannets, Shy and Black-browed 
Albatrosses and Crested and Caspian 
Terns, while the Sam-Simon Sea-shepherd 
vessel came in. Out in the waves we saw a 
seal playing just behind the white water. 
Even though the sea was a rough mass of 
waves, the sea-birds were still out finding 
food. 

Leader’s note: Annabelle is one of our very 
keen and active GFNC cadets. Thank you 
and well done Annabelle. 


29 species at Hovells Creek, Wooloomanata 

Bird List compiled by Craig Morley 

Common name 

No. 

Comment 

Chestnut Teal 

4 

At dam. 

Common Bronzewing 

3 

Flushed from nr dam wall. 

Australian White Ibis 

2+ 

OH. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 

2 

At dam; 1 feeding, 1 loafing. 

Whistling Kite 

2 

Sailing about OH in very strong winds. 

Masked Lapwing 

4 

At dam. 

Galah 

2+ 

Hd. 

Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoo 

2 

In trees along ck. 

Musk Lorikeet 

2+ 

Hd flying though. 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 

3 


Eastern Rosella 

2 

Nr entrance. 

Brown Treecreeper 

4+ 

Incl 2 active and vocal birds along ck. 

Superb Fairy-wren 

4+ 

At least 1 party with blue M, a M in partial blue 
plumage and 2 Fs. 

Weebill 

3+ 

Several hd. 

Yellow Thornbill 

1 + 

At least 1 hd. 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

4+ 

1 poss 2 groups foraging on ground. 

Buff-rumped Thornbill 

2+ 

Hd and briefly seen. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

2+ 

Hd in W Plantation. 

White-plumed 

Honeyeater 

3+ 


Red Wattlebird 

2 


Rufous Whistler 

2+ 

Hd from at least 2 different directions, incl W 
Plantation. 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

2+ 

Hd and seen. 

Australian Magpie 

2+ 

Nr W Plantation. 

Grey Fantail 

2+ 

Pale birds with extensive white in tail margins. 

Willie Wagtail 

P 

Several. 

Little Raven 

10+ 

2s and small flocks OH. 

Welcome Swallow 

30e 

Loose flock working way over dam and out 
over paddocks. Loosely associating with ~60 
Tree Martins. 

Tree Martin 

60e 

Loose flock working way over dam and out 
over paddocks. Loosely associating with ~30 
Welcome Swallows. 

Red-browed Finch 

1 + 

At least 1 seen and hd. 

Tawny Frogmouth 

2 

You Yangs Information Centre. Perching in 
gum tree in very high winds. Lower bird 
dropped to ground and walked around trunk 
out of sight. 


Estuaries Unmasked 
Wednesday November 13, 6.30-8.30p.m. 
Surf World Museum, Beach Road, Torquay 

Dr Tim Smith (seagrass communities) and Dr David 
Kennedy (coastal geomorphology) 


Moolapio Grassland Discovery Day 
Wednesday 13 November 2013 
or 

Thursday 14 November 2013 
9.15 a.m.-2.00 p.m. 

Morning tea and lunch provided 


Presentations will commence at 6.30 p.m. 
Supper and refreshments provided. 

RSVP essential, required by 7 November. 
Please call 03 5232 9100 for enquiries and bookings. 


Clifton Avenue, Moolap (near Point Henry). Access Gate is located 
1 km along Clifton Ave on the left-hand side. Parking available onsite 
(drive through gate onto gravel road and park in marked area). 
Registration essential. Email Lyn Willcock: lwillcock@aavic.org.au by 
5.00 p.m. 7 November. 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Werribee Treatment Plant 
Thursday 24th October 2013 
Leader: Kay Campbell 

...Ian McConchie 


n 


O n a cold windy wet morning twenty intrepid bird 
enthusiasts ventured out to the Werribee Treatment 
Plant (WTP) for the monthly excursion. The windswept 
marshlands are recognised as a significant location for 
recording some of the most 
interesting examples of 
birdlife, particularly at this 
time of year when many of 
the migratory birds return for 
the summer months having 
flown thousands of kilometres 
from the northern 
hemisphere. 


To gain access to the site a 
permit is required to obtain a 
key to open gates to drive 
around the many settling 
ponds and so it was that we 
had seven cars transporting 
our enthusiastic group for a 
very special trip. Our leader 
Kay arranged for the cars to 
enter the pond and marsh 
area from different starting 
points to avoid spooking the 
birds and to give everyone a 
reasonable chance of some 
good sightings. Although 
many of the birds were 
hunkered down hiding from 
the buffeting and bitterly cold 
south-west winds we were 
able to gather 106 sightings 
of different species. 


us long to pick out the Black Swans, many with their 
cygnets nestling in the long grass on the lee side of the 
lakes. Swirling and diving Whiskered (Marsh) Terns 
provided constant entertainment as they swooped about 

the cars seemingly enjoying 
the blustery conditions. 


M 


Juvenile Fairy Martins. 


Photo: Craig Morley 



As we entered the area, all 
eyes were alert to pick out 
any birdlife in the fields and 
the trees bordering the 
roadside and we were 
rewarded with sightings of 
Masked and White-browed 
Woodswallows, several 
varieties of finches, galahs, 
pipits and the usual feral 
interlopers. A Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow was seen near the 
pump-house. 

As we drove around peering 
out our windows, it didn't take 


Whiskered Tern 


Photo: Craig Morley 



Despite the ponds being quite 
choppy and unattractive for 
the many birds normally seen 
on the water, the roads 
provided an opportunity to get 
good vision of the terns and 
other birds as they sought 
shelter from the storms. Tiny 
Tree Martins and the Fairy 
Martins with their rufous red 
heads and white fronts 
clustered together resembling 
white rocks on the road side. 
The Fairy Martins were 
building nests in the culverts 
and some were seen feeding 
juveniles. Ruddy Turnstones 
were spied also sitting on the 
road, beautifully camouflaged 
and looking quite magnificent 
in their plumage. 

As we criss-crossed the WTP 
we met up with the other cars 
and swapped stories about 
what we'd seen and what to 
look out for. Some were lucky 
enough to share a moment 
when a Buff-banded Rail and 
her little brood scurried 
across the road in front of 
their car and into the scrub. A 
Sacred Kingfisher was a 
highlight seen sitting in the 
trees for others. 

Morning tea for some cars 
was at the Borrow Pits to the 
eastern end of the WTP 
which is a great site for 
watching the waders in their 
daily activity of squabbling, 
foraging or resting after a big 
feed. Black-winged Stilts, 
Red-kneed Dotterels, Sharp- 


Unlocking the gate in the wind and the rain. Photo: Ian McConchie 
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tailed Sandpipers, some Red-necked Stints, a Common 
Greenshank and an Australian Spotted Crake were 
observed in the shallow waters and between clumps of 
sedge grasses. Our attention was drawn to the calling and 
excellent sighting of a Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater sitting in 
the trees behind newly installed seats at the ponds. 

Down in the low flats and out of the wind near Lake Borrie 
Red-necked Avocets were seen along with some Marsh 
Sandpipers and Curlew Sandpipers. A squadron of 
pelicans did a fly-over, struggling in the blustery conditions 
to make any headway at all. 

Pond 24 with the dead trees and breeding boxes usually 
provides great viewing of the many different breeds of 
duck but today it was a little more difficult. However, with 
binoculars we were able to pick out a variety of ducks— 


Australasian Shoveler, Pink-eared Duck, Grey and 
Chestnut Teal and some Hardheads. Low in the water we 
saw a black Musk Duck displaying its unusual black sac 
under his throat. There were many Australasian Grebes 
with their fluffy white bottoms, Hoary-headed Grebes and 
Eurasian Coot skittering over the water or diving to avoid 
detection. On the Little River many of us saw a striking 
Great Crested Grebe floating around in all its colour 
puffing his white chest out. 

The windy conditions were not particularly ideal for seeing 
the raptors but the Brown Falcon, the Swamp Harriers, a 
Black Kite and Spotted Harrier were 'spotted' with an 
occasional Whistling Kite, a Black-shouldered Kite, an 
Australian Hobby and a Wedge-tailed Eagle seen circling 
around. (Con t.) 


Stubble Quail: Hd along Paradise Rd. 

Musk Duck 

Cape Barren Goose: 1 nr Lake Borrie. 
Black Swan: Several prs with cygnets. 
Australian Shelduck: M at T-Section 
lagoons; F at Beach Rd dam. 
Australian Wood Duck: M at Beach Rd 
dam. 

Pink-eared Duck 
Australasian Shoveler 
Grey Teal 
Chestnut Teal 
Pacific Black Duck 
Hardhead 
Blue-billed Duck 
Australasian Grebe 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Great Crested Grebe: 1 loafing on Little 
River; 2 loafing at T-Section lagoons. 
Spotted Dove 
Crested Pigeon 
Australasian Gannet 
Australasian Darter: 1 M over and on 
bay. 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Great Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Pied Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
White-necked Heron 
Eastern Great Egret 
White-faced Heron 
Little Egret 
Australian White Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Whistling Kite 
Black Kite 

Spotted Harrier: 1 with prey on side of Pt 
Wilson Rd. 

Swamp Harrier 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Bird list, compiled by everyone! 

Brown Falcon 

Australian Hobby: 1 nr Kirks Pt. 

Purple Swamphen 
Buff-banded Rail: 1 ad with 5 downy 
black yg. 

Baillon's Crake 
Australian Spotted Crake 
Black-tailed Native-hen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Eurasian Coot 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher: Incl one 
flagged D4. 

Black-winged Stilt 
Red-necked Avocet 
Red-capped Plover 

Black-fronted Dotterel: Pr with at least 1 
runner nr pump-house. 

Red-kneed Dotterel 
Masked Lapwing 
Common Greenshank 
Marsh Sandpiper: 1 at Conservation 
Ponds. 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Red Knot: 1 in partial breeding plumage 
loafing with many sandpipers along 
coast. 

Red-necked Stint 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Fairy Tern: Several along coast. 

Whiskered Tern: Many at several 
locations; incl several non-breeding/ 
imms at Walsh lagoons. 

White-winged Black Tern: 1 in non¬ 
breeding plumage. 

Crested Tern 
Silver Gull 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Sacred Kingfisher: 1 in trees nr Borrow 
Pit. 


Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater: Seen and hd 
at Borrow Pit. 

Red Wattlebird 
White-fronted Chat 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Masked Woodswallow: M & F amongst 
10Oe White-browed Woodswallows nr 
Pt Wilson Rd/Paradise Rd cnr. 
White-browed Woodswallow: lOOe nr Pt 
Wilson Rd/Paradise Rd cnr. Dropping 
to ground in stubble paddock. 
Australian Magpie 
Grey Fantail: Hd nr Borrow Pit. 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven: Incl 1 on nest in dead tree in 
small pond nr coast. 

Magpie-lark 
Eurasian Skylark 
Golden-headed Cisticola 
Australian Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 
Silvereye 
Welcome Swallow 

Fairy Martin: Building and attending nests 
in culverts and at pump-house; also 
feeding juvs on fence nr Conservation 
ponds. 

Tree Martin 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 

Zebra Finch: Several along Paradise Rd. 

Red-browed Finch 
House Sparrow 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow: 2 nr pump¬ 
house. 

Australasian Pipit 
European Goldfinch 
Common Greenfinch 
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The birds looking most at 
home in the conditions were 
the bigger waders found 
hidden in the gullies and long 
grasses, such as the Yellow¬ 
billed and Royal Spoonbills, 
the White-faced Herons, a 
White-necked Heron, an 
Eastern Great Egret or two, 
the Purple Swamphens and 
the Ibis family. 

A drive back to our 
rendezvous point along the 
seaward tracks revealed 

some Australian Pied Oystercatchers, an array of 
cormorants, four Red Knots with partial breeding plumage 
loafing with many sandpipers. A few different terns were 
spotted with the more experienced observers sighting a 



Red-necked Stints 


White-winged Black Tern in 
non breeding plumage! 

After a great morning session 
we all gathered at the Beach 
Rd boat ramp for a late lunch 
sitting in our cars whilst yet 
another rain storm passed 
over before we shared our 
experiences and tallied our 
count for the day. We all 
agreed that despite the 
conditions we had plenty of 
opportunity to see many birds 
and understand the great 
importance of the protected habitat. Many thanks to Kay 
for organising the excursion and in particular to the drivers 
who ferried our group about. 


Photo: Craig Morley 


Geelong’s gumtrees: Snow Gum or White Sallee 


...Trevor Pescott 


W hen driving to the fauna survey site between 
Bambra and Deans Marsh last month, I was 
delighted to see a small gumtree with long, pendulous 
branches covered with blossom, beside the road. It was 
among other trees, and I would have passed had it not 
been for the masses of white flowers that stood in contrast 
with the dark green, sombre 
landscape. 


Later I stopped to photograph 
the flowers, and to try to put a 
name to it. It had all the 
features of the Snow Gum 
Eucalyptus pauciflora that 
occurs in several localities 
around Geelong—the leaves 
looked right, as did the buds 
and flowers, but the seed- 
capsules seemed rather too 
small. So I took some back 
with me, and measured them. 
They averaged 6 mm in 
diameter—too small to be 
the local Snow Gum whose 
capsules vary from about 7 
to 11 mm across. To confirm 
this, I went out to Dangers 
Road at Modewarre where 
there is a fine stand of Snow 
Gums along the side of the 
road. The capsules there 
measured 8 mm wide! 

But like many of the 
gumtrees, the Snow Gum 
has a number of subspecies. 
The local one is E. pauciflora 



Snow Gums, Dangers Rd. 



Snow Gum flowers, Dangers Rd. 


subsp. pauciflora, but there are others in different parts of 
the tree’s range. One is subsp niphophila, a tree found 
mainly in far eastern Victoria and south-east New South 
Wales. The seed capsules of this tree are about 6 mm in 
diameter. Could the Bambra-Deans Marsh tree be this 
plant? 


I needed more information. 
According to Brooker and 
Kleinig the leaves of this 
subspecies are ‘prominently 
uncinated’, that is, they have 
a delicate hook on the end of 
the leaf. My photographs 
were inconclusive as only a 
few showed the leaf-tips, but 
in one the tip-hook did appear 
to be present. On my next trip 
to Yaugher I detoured to 
check the tree again. Most of 
the leaves had the tip wind- 
damaged but some of those 
that were entire had a tiny 
hook at the end. The leaves 
also appeared rather smaller 
than those on the Dangers 
Road trees. 


The result was inconclusive, 
but I’m reasonably sure that 
the tree is that subspecies of 
the Snow Gum. The tree was 
part of the roadside 
vegetation, and there were 
other eucalypts and 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Blackwoods, but it was in line 
with several other trees, so 
I’m sure it had been planted 
and was not indigenous. 

But Snow Gums are an 
integral component of the list, 
for Eucalyptus pauciflora 
subsp. pauciflora is an 
indigenous species that is 
found in the Brisbane 
Ranges, in the eastern Otway 
Ranges and perhaps 
elsewhere locally. 



Snow Gums, leaf veins. 


While the name conjures up 

images of beautiful, twisted trees, the branched bowed 
under a burden of snow, the glossy, brightly-coloured bark 
in stark contrast to the white landscape, this is just one 
form of the tree. Locally, it is a tree to 10 m tall, either 
single-trunked, or with several stems from a lignotuber, 
rather Mallee-like. 


Buds occur in clusters of 7- 
15, and the bud-cap 
(operculum) is rounded and 
often warty. 

In spring, the flowers cover 
the branches in abundance, 
giving lie to the plant’s 
name— pauciflora comes from 
paucus (few) and florus 
(flowers). The seed-capsules, 
and buds, are carried on a 
short stem or peduncle. 

Incidentally, Nicolle (2006) 
lists five subspecies of 
pauciflora—pauciflora (a 

widely distributed tree), hedraia (Falls Creek Snow Gum), 
parvifructa (Mt Williams Snow Gum from the Grampians), 
acerina (Baw Baw Snow Gum) and niphophila (Snow Gum 
from the highest parts of the Great Dividing Rangs above 
1000 m and forming the tree-line). 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


The leaves are unusual for a eucalypt for they have sub¬ 
parallel veins—in most gumtrees the secondary veins are 
at a distinct angle to the main vein. They are quite long 
(from 100 to 220 mm) and wide (from 12 to 45 mm). 


References: 

Brooker, M.I.H. & Kleinig, D.A. (2006) Field Guide to Eucalypts Vol.1, 3rd 
edn, Blooming Books, Melbourne. 

Nicolle, Dean (2006) Eucalypts of Victoria and Tasmania, Blooming 
Books, Melbourne. 


Fauna report 


...Trevor Pescott 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

2 

04/10/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, one on West Track, the other on Banksia 
Track. The echidnas are very active now, particularly in the late afternoon.’ 

BL, BML 


1 

07/10/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. ‘It was under the house, trying to get out but its 
path was blocked. Next time 1 looked it was not visible; it wasn’t seen again.’ 

WCo 


1 

10/10/13 

Point Addis, on the track to Red Rock beach. 

GGt 

Koala 

3 

30/09/13 

Kennett River, Otways. 

SQu 



04/10/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Loud growling heard, but Koala not seen. It 
was heard again on 05/10/13 near West Dam. 

BL, BML 


1 

06/10/13 

Yaugher. A small individual seen beside the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road, 
just north of Boundary Road, at 1.30 p.m. 

PP 

Common Brushtail Possum 

2 

12/10/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. An adult with a young on its back. 

WCo 


1 

21/10/13 

Point Henry. Found dead at the Alcoa wetlands. 

RGa 

Sugar Glider 

1 

09/10/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Only the tail was found. There are Powerful Owls 
in the area, and pellets containing bone fragments have been found, but the 
predator of the glider is not known. 

WCo 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

3 

07/10/13 

Harrison Tk Nth, Gum Flat. One adult had a pouch young. 

BL, CMo 

White-striped Freetail Bat 


29/09/13 

Highton. Heard calling at night. 

AM 



12/10/13 

Newtown. One or two heard calling at around 10.30 p.m. 

CFr 

Australian Fur Seal 

1 

06/10/13 

Thirteenth Beach. A juvenile found dead on the beach. 

CFr 

European Rabbit 


16/09/13 

Duck Island, Swan Bay. Skull found. 

CMo 


The White-striped Freetail Bat is one on only a few 
microbats that can be heard. According to Sue Churchill in 
her book Australian Bats (2008 edn): This bat has a 
distinctive audible, constant frequency search mode 


echolocation call ranging from 11-13 kHz. This frequency 
range is lower than any other bat call in Australia. The 
search mode call is powerful, audible to humans and 
carries for hundreds of metres so its presence or absence 
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is very obvious. It can be heard distinctly at night as a 
regular metallic ting...ting...ting.’ 

Common Wombat: In Geelong Naturalist, vol. 49, no.06, 
October 2013, I stated that the two sightings recorded, at 
Lake Merrimu and near Korweinguboora Reservoir on the 
Ballan-Daylesford Road, were ‘as close to Geelong as 
wombats now occur’. I had overlooked the occasional 
sightings of wombats in the Brisbane Ranges. There are 
now sufficient records to believe a small number are 
present, at least in the Anakie-Staughton Vale area. It will 


be interesting to watch for further sightings in this area so 
our understanding of their numbers can be determined. 

Duck Island: It is not clear whether rabbits have managed 
to colonise the island or whether the skull was washed up 
onto the island; indeed we know all too little about the 
fauna, apart from birds, on the island. It may be a good 
idea to arrange for a survey to be carried out using the 
range of equipment we now have, to look for both 
mammals and reptiles that inhabit the island. 


Reptiles and amphibians (Herps) 


Marbled Gecko 

1 

30/09/13 

Victoria Terrace, Belmont. A large individual. 

TP 

Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 

2 

12/10/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Basking in sunny places beside the 
access road at 6.00 p.m. 

BL, BML 

White’s Skink 

1 

14/09/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. It had been caught by a cat but was 
rescued by Kristen and released among long grass. 

WCOK 

Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

07/09/13 

Whinray Rd, Meredith. Had died recently, a thin individual. 

WCo 

1 

09/10/13 

Grasstree Park. Sunbasking, then moved under a brush stack. 

GGt 


1 

09/10/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith. Sunbasking on the road. ‘1 used my boot 
to encourage it to move off the road; it opened its mouth wide and 
hissed, then bit my boot. Eventually it realised its opponent was 
too strong, and moved off the road!’ 

WCo 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

08/10/13 

Victoria Terrace, Belmont. It was sunbasking at the outlet of house 
stormwater pipe; moved back when disturbed. 

TP 

Lowland Copperhead Snake 

1 

12/10/13 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Difficult to see as it was curled up 
in the grass. It was very dark in colour, looked almost to be black 
or charcoal. Seen at 5.45 p.m. in bright sunlight. 

BML 


1 

16/10/13 

Begola Wetland, Ocean Grove. Basking on path, 4.00 p.m. 

GGt 


1 

18/10/13 

Layard’s Road, Modewarre. Roadkilled. A superb specimen, dark 
charcoal in colour, about 1.1 m long. 

TP 

White-lipped Snake 

1 

29/09/13 

Harrison’s Tk Nth, Gum Flat. Curled up in a sunny spot beside the 

JN, BL, CMo, 




track. [Photo p. 17] 

DTy 

Mainland Tiger Snake 

1 

12/10/13 

Fyansford. A small individual; on the path beside the Barwon 

River; it moved off into long grass when disturbed. 

CFr 


1 

09/10/13 

Anglesea Road, Bellbrae. Roadkill, 70 cm long. 

TP 

Victorian Smooth Froglet 


05/10/13 

Yaugher. Calling infrequently during the day. 

TP 

Common Froglet 


03/10/13 

Anakie Gorge below the Stony Ck picnic ground. Heard. 

SI, TP 



07/10/13 

Harrisons Tk Nth, Gum Flat. Many heard calling. 

BL, CMo 



07/10/13 

Forest Rd/Firetail Tk, Anglesea Heath. Heard calling. 

BL, CMo 



10/10/13 

Moolap Station Rd., Reedy Lake. Many calling. 

CMo, DTy 

Growling Grass Frog 


06/10/13 

Jerringot, Belmont Common. This afternoon we were very pleased 
to hear Growling Grass Frogs calling from the semi-submerged 
vegetation in the ephemeral wetland on the golf course, which is 
east of the cycle path, near the outflow from the southern wetland. 
Growlers were fairly common in the ditches 10 years ago, but 1 
believe that they may not have been seen or heard for some time.’ 

CGr, DG 



10/10/13 

Moolap Station Rd., Reedy Lake. Many calling. It appeared that as 
the froglets started calling, the GGF’s stopped, or perhaps the 
froglets were filling the ‘space’ left when the intensity of the GGF 
calling stopped. 

CMo, DTy 

Pobblebonk Frog 


03/10/13 

Anakie Gorge, downstream from the Stony Creek Picnic Ground. 

SI 



07/10/13 

Gum Flat, Harrison Tk Nth. Several heard calling. 

BL, CMo 



12/10/13 

Ceres. Many calling and patches of spawn-froth along the 
sheltered west side of a small farm dam. 

TP 

Marsh Frog sp. 


12/10/13 

Ceres. Many were calling from the edge of a small farm dam, but 1 
was unsure of the species identification. The calls were 
intermingled with those of the Pobblebonks. 

TP 


Mammal and herps observers: AM, Anthony Mitchell; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernadette Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CGr, 
Claire Greenwell; CMo, Craig Morley; DG, Dennis Greenwell; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff Gates; PP, Priscilla Pescott; RGa, 
Robert Ganly; SI, Shona Innes; SQu, Stuart Quick; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook; WCOK, Wendy, Colin, Owen and Kristen 
Cook. 
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Bambra fauna survey 
10-23 October 2013 

GPS 54755128E, 5748848N, altitude 184m. 

All trapping is undertaken in accordance with our DSE Permit 10006519 and WSIAEC Permit 27.12 

...Trevor Pescott 


Site 

The survey site was Andrew Dorman’s Bambra property on 
the south-west corner of Fords Outlet Road and 
Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Road about 2.5 km west of 
Bambra. 

This was the site of the September GFNC general 
excursion—a full report on the excursion including a 
general description of the site with bird, plant and fauna 
lists is to be found in Geelong Naturalist, vol. 49, no. 06, 
October 2013. 

The Elliott and harp trapping, and the camera trapping, 
were undertaken to add to these listings. 

Weather 

Mainly fine; however, strong winds and rain began on 
13/10/13 after a mild night. 

Elliott traps 

On 10/10/13, 40 small Elliott traps were set in a 
meandering line through the main bushland area where 
there is an incomplete ground-cover of Austral Bracken, 
and a closed canopy of Messmate and some Manna Gums. 
The bait used was a mix of peanut butter, golden syrup and 
oatmeal, and a handful of Dacron filling was included in the 
traps for bedding. 

Results 

The traps were checked on the next three mornings 
however nothing was caught. 

Harp traps 

On 12/10/13, two harp traps were set near the north-east 
corner of the main block, and checked on the morning of 13 
October. 

Results 

Chocolate Wattled Bat Chalinolobus morio, a male wt. 8.3 
gm, forearm 37.1 mm. 


Cameras 

The Club’s three cameras were set on 16/10/13 along the 
south edge of the main bushland area; one (camera 1) was 
focused at the bait-cage on a sloping tree-trunk about 1.5 m 
above the ground, the other two (cameras 2 and 3) were at 
bait-cages at ground-level. They were collected on 
23/10/13. 

Results 

Camera 1: 5 photographs—Black Rat (1 photograph), 
White-throated Treecreeper (1), misfires (3). 

Camera 2: 3 photographs—Little Raven (1), misfires (2). 
Camera 3: 78 photographs—Short-beaked Echidna (1), 
misfires (77). 

(The misfires are usually caused by movement of 
vegetation in the camera range—although I usually clear 
the site, it may be as simple as a grass-stem or loose piece 
of bark that causes the problem!) 

Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna: one photograph, some diggings. 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo: several small mobs seen; there 
are extensive pathways through the bushland, and large 
numbers of scats, suggesting the kangaroos use the 
bushland as a refuge. 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby: one seen on two separate 
occasions. 

Chocolate Wattled Bat: one male caught. 

Black Rat: one photograph. 

Amphibians 

Common Froglet: heard calling. 

Thanks 

Our sincere thanks to Andrew Dorman for allowing us to 
use his property. 

Neil and Richard for their help in setting the traps—and 
extricating my vehicle from where I had bogged it, and 
repairing the result soil damage. 

Chrissy and Tracey for checking, collecting and carrying the 
traps back when the survey was complete. 


Next fauna survey 


It’s time to return to the Stony Rises where we have carried out a 
series of surveys over a number of years. Again, the survey site 
will be the Floating Islands Reserve. The meeting place is the 
large truck parking area on the north side of the Princes Highway 
just west of Hawks Nest Road, about 20 km west of Colac. 

Timetable: 

Thursday 7 November, 1.00 p.m.: meet to set the Elliott and 
other traps. 


Friday 8 Nov., Saturday 9 Nov., meet at 9.00 a.m. to check the 
traps. 

Sunday 10 November, meet at 9.00 a.m. to collect the 
equipment. 

Note : the area is renowned for its population of snakes, so we 
can expect to encounter at least Mainland Tigers and Eastern 
Browns. There are also good populations of frogs and skinks 
(hence the snakes!) so this should be an interesting survey. 
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OBP Report from the Bellarine Peninsula for 2013 


...Craig Morley 

Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Working Group Co-ordinator 


T here were no OBP sightings on the Bellarine 

Peninsula in 2013. A very disappointing result and we 
must hope for a good return to Melaleuca in coming weeks 
and the successful release of captive-bred birds to 
supplement the wild breeding population. As of October 
4th there already 2 males and 2 females back at the 
breeding grounds at Melaleuca in SW Tasmania. During 
the 2013 surveys on the Bellarine Peninsula there were 
numerous Blue-winged Parrots observed (2012 counts in 
brackets for comparison): May 351 (181), July 290+(116) 
and September 23 (11). 

Volunteers for 2013 

Once more, a sincere thank you is extended to all who 
have helped during the 2013 OBP season. Whether it be 
helping with surveys, identifying plant species, providing 
photos, allowing access to land, extending an invitation for 
an OBP presentation to a community group or simply 
providing much appreciated encouragement by way of 
friendly chats, emails, texts or phone calls. Avery BIG 
thank you is offered to each one of you. 

Over 60 observers volunteered their time and efforts to 
complete the surveys in May, July and/or September—a 
truly wonderful contribution. Once more a number of these 
participants were new to the Bellarine Peninsula OBP 
Working Group and there are now well over 400 entries on 
the contact list! Thank you! 

Also the assistance, support and encouragement from 
numerous Parks Victoria officers to enable surveys of 
‘difficult to get to’ spots is greatly appreciated! 

Some sidelights from the September 2013 surveys: 

Surveyors around Swan Bay, Lake Connewarre and 
Reedy Lake were treated to the site of majestic White- 
bellied Sea-Eagles. Photos of one of the immature birds 
from Swan Bay are included here for your information. 

OBP survey dates for 2014 

Please put these in your diaries for next year and I look 
forward to working with many of you to survey for Orange- 
bellied Parrots and Blue-winged Parrots in 2014. It has 
been agreed that the survey dates will be the week-ends 
of: 

17/18 May 
26/27 July 
13/14 September 

AUSTRALIAN birdlifey ol. 2, no. 3 September 2013 

contained 2 very interesting articles that feature parrots 
and in particular the OBP. If you would like to know more 
the magazine is in the club library or contact Craig for 
copies of either article. 






Immature White-bellied Sea-Eagle taking off from a channel 
marker; Swan Bay. Photos: Craig Morley 

The club library also has a copy of AUSTRALIAN 
Aviarylife, issue 5, Sept-Oct 2012 which contains an 
article on the Orange-bellied Parrot. 

Thanks once again to all the friends of the OBPs and may 
those OBPs have a brilliant breeding season in 2013/14!!!! 


Positions vacant 

Jerringot representative 

The GFNC has a long association with Jerringot 
Reserve and we need someone to maintain 
contact with the City of Greater Geelong and other 
authorities. Ask Valda what is involved if you are 
interested. 

Excursion coordinator 

One person to take responsibility for making sure 
that protocols are correct and equipment available. 
General Meeting Minute Secretary 

A small but important task each month. 

Post Geelong Naturalist 

Several more members required to join the roster 
to post our the magazine. Can you commit to 
several days a year? 
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Vale Betty King 


B etty King liked talking to people. She was happy to sit 
in the Visitor Centre at the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve each month and make people welcome, give 
them information about it and urge them to join the GFNC 
to increase their experiences of the natural world. One of 
the people she introduced to the Club was Barry Lingham, 
for which we are sincerely grateful. 

In 2008 she and Dave were awarded life membership of 
the Friends of the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve for their 
many years of volunteering and interpretive work there. 
Betty also helped out at our Club's displays for the 
ANGAIR Wildflower Show and took her turn of duty at our 
own nature shows. 

Betty also liked solitude and was happy to spend time 
alone in a caravan at Anglesea, or, more recently, at 
Skene's Creek, with the surf beach just over the dunes 
behind her. The remote uninhabited Cat Island, where 
she went with Dave as a volunteer Warden over the 
summer of 1993-94, held no terrors for her, although she 
did not expect to share her bed with a black tiger snake. 


Betty and Dave were rangers again in summer at the 
vastly different Gluepot Reserve. 

Betty gave help freely. In the days before computers and 
email, Betty often typed the Club Excursion Sheet 
(forerunner of today's monthly Naturalist). She was an 
expert typist. 

Although Dave was the recognised naturalist, Betty was 
interested in the natural world around her. Back in 
England, when Dave was at work and she and the twins 
were left during the week in their caravan, she would take 
the small girls out in the countryside to learn the 
hedgerow flowers. She and Dave joined the GFNC soon 
after their arrival in Australia in 1968. She loved Club 
excursions and campouts and the trip to Cape York was 
one of her many adventures. 

She was an outgoing person who made friends easily and 
did not mind a challenge. She and Dave were true 
conservationists together. Valda Dedman 


Friends of GBG 

Enid Mayfield's illustrated talk 
Flora of the Otway Plain and Ranges 

Monday 18 November 

5.30 p.m. for a 6.00 p.m. start 
in the GBG meeting room. Gold coin donation. 

Please RSVP to the FGBG Office 
by Thursday 14 November. 



White-lipped Snake, Harrisons Track. Photo: Barry Lingham 


Additions to the library 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Y ou can now view the GFNC library catalogue on our 
webpage—look under the first tab (Activities) and click 
on ‘Our Library’. There you will find three PDF files and you 
can choose between Dewey order, author order or title 
order. 

Antarctica: A sense of Place, Olaf Willoughby, WWF, 2007 
Australia:Land of Parrots, David Parer & Elizabeth Parer-Cook, ABC, 
2008. 

Australian Geographic Best of Australia (Classic Walks, World Heritage 
Rainforests of Northern NSW, Wet Tropics, Warlu Way Western 
Australia, Kakadu & Arnhem Land), presented by Sorrel Wilby, 2006. 
Emperors of the Ice, National Geographic, 2004 
Galapagos: The Islands That Changed the World, Narrated by Tilda 
Swinton, BBC, 2008. 

Life in the Undergrowth: The Complete Series, David Attenborough, 

BBC, 2006 


The following DVDs, from Dave King’s collection, have 
been added to the library: 


Love in the Wild, Greg Grainger 

The David Attenborough Wildlife Collection (A Winning Design, Dinosaur, 
Life in the Trees, Is there a Crisis ?, The Furnaces of the Earth, 
Growing, The Blue Planet, Arriving, Great Wildlife Moments, Invasion 
of the Land, the Amber Time Machine), Daily Mail, BBC, 2006 
The Lake Eyre Collection (Lake Eyre, Return to Lake Eyre), Paul 
Lockyer, ABC. 

The Secret of Life on Earth, IMAX Ultimate Collection1993 
Travelling Birds: An Adventure in Flight, Jacques Perrin, 2003 
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Bird observations 
September-October 2013 


ood spring rains to the Bellarine Peninsula and 
Geelong area generally have meant many full lakes, 
flooded roadside verges and filling of ephemeral wetlands 
e.g. those around Buckley to our west. Good numbers of 
Magpie Geese, herons and raptors have been making the 
most of the bounty. Breeding Spotted Harriers at Buckley 
and White-necked Herons carrying nesting material in the 
same locality are rarely recorded events in these parts. 
Much raptor displaying at various locations has marked 
the breeding season. Waders are beginning to increase in 
numbers now as they settle in for a southern summer of 
feeding post breeding. A Whimbrei at Barwon Estuary was 
a welcome visitor. Bristlebirds were heard calling away 


...John Newman & Barry Lingham 

from the coast in the Gum Flat area, and breeding Varied 
Sittellas there gave much discussion as to the plumage 
and likely intermediate races involved at the nest. 

Observers: AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; Cadets, GFNC Cadet Group; CFr, Chrissie Freestone; 

CMo, Craig Morley; DFI, David Fletcher; DHe, Dean Hewish; DR, 
David Rantall; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GAn, Georgi Anderson; GGt, 
Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HP, Hugo Philipps; JCrr, 

Jenny Carr; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; KB, Ken Best; LBr, 
Lance Breguet; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; NHi, 

Neil Hickman; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RCr, Rebecca 
Carmichael; RGa, Rob Ganly; RSm, Rosalind Smallwood; SKr, 

Susan Kruss; SQ, Stuart Quick; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor 
Pescott. 



Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Magpie Goose 

3 

29/09 

Reedy Lake. Flying OH in SW-NE direction. 

DTy 


4 

08/10 

Reedy Lake, Moolap Stn Rd. 

CMo, DTy, 

CMo 

Musk Duck 

1 

18/10 

Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. 

DFI 

Black Swan 

60+ 

08/10 

Reedy Lake, Woods Rd. (40+ incl pr with small cygnet); Moolap Stn Rd (20e). 

CMo, DTy 

Australian Wood Duck 

8 

16/10 

Balyang golf course. Pair with 6 young. 

RGa 


20 

07/10 

Bellbrae, Elkington Rd. Nr Great Ocean Rd. Pr protecting and shepherding at 
least 18 very small ducklings. 

BL, CMo 

Pink-eared Duck 

1 

20/09 

Bayang Sanctuary. Single bird. 

SKr 

Chestnut Teal 

P 

16/09 

Eastern Park, water retention basin. 

Cadets 

Brush Bronzewing 

1 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Pipeline Tk. Small dark pigeon flew off from tk. 

BL, CMo 

Tawny Frogmouth 

2+ 

15/10 

Waurn Ponds, Deakin Uni library carpark. Nest with at least one chick. 

CFr 

Northern Giant-Petrel 

1 

20/10 

Pt Lonsdale, from lighthouse, feeding on scraps left from a seal. 

AHn 

Australasian Darter 

1 

07/10 

Highton, Augustine Dr. Male Darter drying his wings on the bank of the lake. 

LPh 


P 

09/10 

Hospital Swamp. 

TFI,HP 

White-necked Heron 

2 

09/10 

Buckley, Mt Pollock Rd. Flew past wetland with large twig in beak. 

CMo, DTy 


10 

26/10 

Buckley, Buckley Rd Sth. 

JN 

White-faced Heron 

14 

07/10 

Modewarre, Cape Otway Rd. Wetland. Feeding. 

CMo 

Australian White Ibis 

100+ 

12/10 

Serendip, fledglings and nestlings, adults regularly attending the young. 

GMc 

Straw-necked Ibis 

1000+ 

08/10 

Reedy Lake. 

CMo, DTy 

Black Kite 

1 

14/10 

Freshwater Creek. Hawking low over road; 6 p.m. 

RGa 


1 

07/10 

Mt Rothwell. Flying high over grassland. 

KB 


1 

09/10 

Waurn Ponds, Waurn Ponds Rd/Cochranes Rd cnr. 

CMo, DTy 

Brown Goshawk 

1 

15/09 

Ocean Grove NR. 

JCrr 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

07/10 

Paraparap, Flaxbournes Rd/Nortons Rd cnr. Imm. Pale bird over tree-tops. 

CMo 

Spotted Harrier 

2+ 

13/10 

Buckley. Nesting pair carrying prey to tree. 

CMo 

Swamp Harrier 

2 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Harrison Tk N. M and F in area. In extravagant display. 

BL, CMo 


10+ 

08/10 

Reedy Lake. Across reserve, incl at least 2 Ms slowly zig-zagging from great 
height in 'falling leaf display. 

CMo, DTy 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

2 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Harrison Tk N. Leading bird in display with twists and turns. 

BL, CMo 

Nankeen Kestrel 

2 

12/10 

Queenscliff, at Fort Queenscliff. Nesting. 

TFI 

Australian Hobby 

1 

27/09 

Geelong, cnr Ryrie and Moorabool Sts. Flying above Ryrie St at 5:45 p.m. 

DTy 


2 

29/09 

Reedy Lake. Flying low/high to ground with some interaction. 

DTy 

Peregrine Falcon 

2 

12/10 

Pt Henry, Windmill Rd. Nesting. 

DTy 

Brolga 

4 

18/10 

Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. Twds windmill. 2 adults with 2 young. 

DFI 

Buff-banded Rail 

1 

12/10 

Jerringot. Briefly seen in front of bird hide. 

BL, BML 

Australian Spotted Crake 

1 

17/10 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Heard. 

RGa 

Eurasian Coot 

800 

09/10 

Hospital Swamp. 

TFI, HP 

Pacific Golden Plover 

12+ 

13/10 

Blue Rocks. Resting and foraging amongst the rocks. 

CFr 

Red-capped Plover 

8+ 

06/10 

Blue Rocks. Included a chick with parent displaying wounded-bird behaviour. 

CFr 


20+ 

06/10 

Blue Rocks. Two nests noted and one small runner. 

GGt 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

2 

07/10 

Drysdale, Banks Rd. Nesting (eggs) on edge of unsealed gravel, busy, road. 

TFI 

Hooded Plover 

2 

06/10 

Blue Rocks. Recent nest was lost. Coutship behaviour noted. 

GGt 


3 

07/10 

Blue Rocks. 

JCrr 


2 

30/09 

Port Campbell, Twelve Apostles beach. Nesting. 

SQ 
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Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Whimbrel 

1 

20/10 

Barwon Estuary. Low tide. 

AHn 

Ruddy Turnstone 

10 

07/10 

Blue Rocks. 

JCrr 


16 

20/10 

Indented Head, boat ramp area. 

DR 

Red Knot 

10+ 

05/10 

Blue Rocks. 

PKw 


10+ 

07/10 

Blue Rocks. 

JCrr 

Whiskered Tern 

lOOe 

09/10 

Buckley, Mt Pollock Rd. Wetland. All in breeding plumage. 

CMo, DTy 


P 

09/10 

Hospital Swamp. 

TFI, HP 


many 

18/10 

L Modewarre, Red bills. 

SKr 


120+ 

17/10 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Including Many in full breeding plumage. 

RGa 


cl 00 

29/09 

Reedy Lake. On open water hunting in waves. Majority in breeding plumage. 

DTy 

Little Lorikeet 

P 

09/10 

Brisbane Ranges NP. 

TFI, HP 

Eastern Rosella 

2 

09/09 

Ocean Grove. Female in nest box, fed by male from about 15/9 to about 10/10. 
Female regularly left nest box for short periods from about 10/10; male still 
bringing food, probably to young. 

BL, BML 

Blue-winged Parrot 

4 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Gundrys Rd nr Forest Rd. 2 prs. 

BL, CMo 


2 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Harrison Tk N. Flushed from trees. F reluctant to fly very far. 

BL, CMo 

Eastern Barn Owl 

1 

19/09 

Balliang, Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rd, Little River crossing. At night. 

MHe, DHe 


1 

19/09 

Balliang, Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Rd nr Birds Rd. At night. 

MHe, DHe 


1 

18/10 

Jan Juc, Barnett PI. Harassed by up to 6 Pied Currawongs; 6.50 p.m. Owl 
present for several months at location, roosting in large Blue Gum. 

LBr 

Brown Treecreeper 

4+ 

26/09 

You Yangs, Hovells Ck. Incl 2 active and vocal birds along ck. 

Bird Gp 

Rufous Bristlebird 

3+ 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Harrison Tk N. At least 3 hd in dense vegetation along ck in 
woodland. Also on 7/10. 

JN, BL, CMo 


1 + 

30/09 

Port Campbell, Loch Ard Gorge carpark. 

SQ 


5 

10/10 

Pt Addis, Red Rock Beach Tk. Actively calling and chasing each other. 

GGt 

Striated Fieldwren 

1 

08/10 

Reedy Lake, Moolap Stn Rd. Hd briefly. 

CMo, DTy 

Weebill 

3+ 

26/09 

You Yangs, Hovells Ck. Several hd. 

Bird Gp 

Striated Thornbill 

6+ 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Incl at least 2 collecting lichen as nest-material. 

BL, CMo 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

1 

22/09 

Highton, Vaucluse Rise. Nest building in a pandanus. 

JN 


few 

18/10 

L Modewarre. Nesting in shrub. 

SKr 

Brown Thornbill 

2+ 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Incl 1 collecting spider webs for nest-material. 

BL, CMo 

Spotted Pardalote 

4 

08/10 

South Geelong, Barwon Community Nursery. Nest noted in pile of potting mix 
on 11/7/13. New pile of mix created for duration of nesting. 2 ad and 2 
fledglings noted by staff on 8/10/13. 

PC 

Yellow-tufted Honey eater 

P 

09/10 

Brisbane Ranges NP. 

TFI, HP 

Crescent Honeyeater 

10+ 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Active and vocal esp at flowering mistletoes. 

BL, CMo 


10+ 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Harrison Tk Nth. Active and vocal. 

BL, CMo 


P 

21/09 

Wensleydale. 

JN 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

4+ 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. At least 1 active and vocal group. 

BL, CMo 

Varied Sittella 

2 

06/10 

Anglesea Heath, Harrisons Nth Tk. Nest being constructed in fork of dead 
branch 22/9 (per JN). Female on nest 6/10. F strongly resembles Black-capped 
ssp pileata, male intergrade between pileata and chrysoptera. 

JN, BL, CMo 

White-winged Triller 

P 

09/10 

Brisbane Ranges NP. 

TFI, HP 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 + 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. At least 1 hd. 

BL, CMo 


1 + 

07/10 

Bellbrae, Gundrys Rd/Eagle Pt Rd cnr. Hd calling. 

CMo 

White-browed Woodswallow 

3 

09/10 

Brisbane Ranges NP. 

TFI, HP 

Grey Butcherbird 

P 

16/09 

Eastern Park. 

Cadets 

Australian Magpie 

3 

20/10 

Paraparap, Forest Rd, nr Larcombes Rd. Two normal ad. males. Another 
mostly white bird with brownish face, neck/upper breast and some darker brown 
on wings and rump, [photo inside front cover] 

GAn, JDg 

Magpie-lark 

9 

17/10 

Pt. Henry, Alcoa wetlands. Including a pair with a large juvenile near nest. 

RGa 

Jacky Winter 

1 

29/09 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Anakie Gorge Picnic Ground. Singing from tree top. 

MHe 


P 

09/10 

Brisbane Ranges NP. 

TFI, HP 

Eurasian Skylark 

3+ 

09/10 

Buckley, Buckley Rd S. Incl at least 1 singing. 

CMo, DTy 


1 + 

06/10 

L Victoria. Singing high up above the grassy paddock alongside the shellgrit 
works. 

RSm 


2+ 

07/10 

Paraparap, Grays Rd. Singing OH. 

CMo 

Rufous Songlark 

1 

20/10 

You Yangs, Toyne's Rd. 

AHn 

Red-whiskered Bulbul 

2 

07/10 

Drysdale. Pr noted in area for a few weeks. Earlier report from March 2013. 
Presumed escapees. 

NHi 

Australasian Pipit 

1 

07/10 

Anglesea Heath, (Bellbrae). Gundrys Rd, nr Forest Rd. In display flight. 

CMo 
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GFNC excursion 

Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 
Wednesday 20 November 
Leader: Deborah Evans 

We visited Cranbourne Botanical Gardens after the first stage of 
the Australian Garden was completed, and this year we have 
organised a bus trip to see the now completed second stage. 

We will have a tour of the garden and time for little bit more 
wandering around, but we will not have time for a walk in the 
bush section, as that would be another excursion in itself! 

You can either bring your own lunch or buy it at the canteen at 
the Gardens. 

The cost will be $30 and booking is essential for planning 
purposes—we need to know numbers coming and also numbers 
planning to purchase lunch so that we can give the canteen an 
estimate if large numbers are anticipated. 

Booking: By Friday 15 November. Contact: Deborah Evans 
ph. 5243 8687, 0424 292 447, email, 

<deborah.evans@deakinprime.com>. 

Meet: 8.30 sharp at the corner of Holt Rd and Eastern Park 
Circuit in Eastern Park. Please try to car pool to have as few 
cars to park as possible. We aim to be back in Geelong around 
5 p.m. 


Challenge Bird Counts 2013 

Time rolls on and once more it’s time to extend a warm 
invitation for you to join in the fun and thrills of these great 
birding adventures. The annual bird counts certainly offer 
a wonderful way to learn more about birds, birding and the 
local ‘spots’ and all while observing over 100 species in a 
day. Join for a full day until 6 to 7 p.m. or join for some of 
the day. 

Sunday 1 December 2013 Bellarine Peninsula route. 

Start Pt Addis car park 6 a.m. Leader Barry Lingham. 
Saturday 7 December 2013 Brisbane Ranges route. 

Start Steiglitz Courthouse car park 6 a.m. Leader Craig 
Morley. 

Please contact Barry and/or Craig and express your 
interest. 


Mailing roster 

November: Jan Venters 
December: Chrissy Freestone 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 28 November 2013 
Mt Rothwell Sanctuary 
Leader: Ken Best 

This sanctuary was formerly known as Little River Earth 
Sanctuary. Its 450 ha feral proof fence exists to protect 
endangered Australian animals such as the Eastern 
Barred Bandicoot, Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby and the 
Eastern Quoll. Part of the property is woodland where 70 
species of birds have been recorded by Dave Torr in three 
surveys. 

Meet: 9 a.m. at the sanctuary. Travel on the Bacchus 
Marsh Rd for 21 km past the ring road and turn right at 
the Little River sign (Little River Ripley Rd). After 
5.2 km, turn right into Mt Rothwell Rd at the top of a 
small crest. Travel 1.4 km to the sanctuary entrance. 
Enter, closing the gate behind you, and go 200 m to 
the car park. Walk via the pedestrian gate 100 m to the 
buildings, carrying your morning tea. 

Bring: Binoculars, telescope, morning tea, hat, waterproof 
clothing etc. 

Finish: About lunch time. 

Enquiries: Ken 5278 1464, Lynne 0439 390801 (ring if you 
wish to arrange transport). 



Hover Fly trapped in Droseradew, Gum Flats Rd, Anglesea. 

Photo: Rosalind Smallwood 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2013- 

-2014 

President 

Bruce Lindsay 0439 

035 277 

bruceli ndsay@aapt. net. au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 



Immediate Past President 

Deborah Evans 5243 

8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Secretary 

Deborah Evans 5243 

8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Treasurer 

Peter Turner 5241 

2654 

presturner@ozemail.com.au 

Membership Officer 

Vacant 



Minute Secretary 
Committee Member 

Ros Gibson 5254 

3220 

ttgib@iprimus.com.au 

c( » 

Elissa Ashton-Smith 0438 

525 502 

lissashton@gmail.com 


John Bell 5261 

3543 

soleal @bigpond.com 

“ “ 

Dean Hewish 0409 

231755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

ii it 

Tracey Hinton 5243 

9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

if ii 

Joan Korn 5243 

4405 



Barry Lingham 5255 

4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

if it 

Lorraine Phelan 5243 

0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond.com 

Jerringot Group 

Valda Dedman 

5243 2374 

dedmanv@iprimus.com.au 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 



Mid-week Bird Group Convener Lynne Clarke 

0439 390801 

aly nneclarke@gmail .com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


NOVEMBER 2013 

5 General Meeting 

7-10 Fauna Survey—Floating Islands Reserve 

21 Bird Group: Meeting 

20 Excursion (Mid-week): Cranbourne Botanic Gardens: 

28 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Mt Rothwell Sanctuary— 
Ken Best. 


DECEMBER 2013 

1 Challenge Bird Count: Bellarine—Barry Lingham 
3 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas supper 
7 Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges—Craig Morley 

JANUARY 2014 

TBA Summer Wader Count 
16 Bird Group: Meeting 

18 Saturday V 2 Day Excursion: Buckley Falls 

23 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Cowies Creek—Lorraine 
Phelan 

31 Jan-3 Feb High Country Campout: Mt Buffalo 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 25 November 2013 . 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning— 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: lphelan@bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 
G4] 
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